Finances

Ecclesiastes says, “money answers all things”.

Wise Stewardship Tips

· Rome was not built in a day. Don’t fall into the pressure of trying to live-it-up. There’s no rush. Rather get what you need slowly and debt-free.

· Biblical prosperity is a life-long journey not an overnight success.

· Never live above your means. If you can’t afford something don’t buy it.

· Get rid of debt as soon as possible.

· Always ask yourself “Is this a NEED or a WANT?” “Do I need it or do I want it.”

· Work well with your money and it will work for you.

· Always look for way to increase your personal finances.

· Always have short term insurance.

· Prayerfully and wisely plan how you will save and invest money.

· Make sure that you have life insurance with a funeral plan for your whole family.

· When you go shopping, always make a list of things you need before you go. Otherwise you will always buy things you want and not things you only need.

· Be careful of trying to ‘keep up with the times’.

· Be a giver, always give as seed in the ground.

· See money as your servant, not your master.

Budgeting

· Budgets help you to discipline yourself in your finances.

· Tithing always needs to be at the top of your budget.

· Always (try to get to the place where you can) budget on 80% of your income. ie: 10% tithe, 80% budget, 10% saving / left alone

· Never spend money you don’t have. Rather save up and buy it with cash.

· If something is not in the budget, it must wait.

· Plan your finances a year in advance.

· Budget for holidays and vacations – RCI type holiday plans work well.

· An example of a budget is attached.

Accounts

· Most furniture stores will give you a 6 months to pay ‘cash price’ deal IF you ask for it.

· Try never to buy anything on account over a longer period of 6 months.

· Usually, items that are paid for over 24 months, at the end of the term, have cost you twice as much as it’s original cash price.

· The best way is try not to open up any accounts.

· If you do however, ask what interest rate they are charging.

· Never go to cash loan ‘sharks’. They usually charge extremely high interest rates.

· Pay off your accounts by starting with the smallest one and pay your biggest one off last.

· Pay your accounts in segments to lighten your load.

Banking

· Stick to the more reputable banks.

· Always negotiate better and cheaper bank charges.

· Change your mindset about banks: they must serve you. Not the other way around. Don’t have a ‘beggars’ mentality.

· Try to work from one bank account. It works out much cheaper and easier to control.

· Make use of debit cards and credit cards to pay. It’s cheaper than drawing money at the ATM.

· Internet and phone banking is very convenient and much cheaper.

Credit Cards

· Credit cards are generally a risk, especially if you are careless by misplacing them.

· They are good if you never use the overdraft facility. They give you a high interest return, usually about 20% p.a. But they also charge you the same interest rate if you are in overdraft.

· Use them if you pay your full salary into it, so that it accumulates an interest return.

Tithing

· Tithing will always be your guarantee of God’s blessing and provision for your life.

· Put it first in your budget, right at the top.

· Always give a full 10% as God requires from the Word of God.

· At the end, there is a full teaching on Tithing.
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BIBLE TEACHING ON TITHING

WHAT IS ‘A TITHE’?

‘A tithe’ is 10% of your gross income, weekly or monthly.

Deut 14:22, Lev 27:30, Mal 3:8-12, Gen 14:20, Gen 28:22, 

2 Chr 31:5, Mat 23:23, Lk 18:12.

WHY SHOULD I TITHE?

· Your tithe (10% of your income) belongs to God; it does not belong to you.  Lev 27:30-34, Mal 3:8-12.

· Tithing is your way of thanking God for His provision in your life.  Num 18:26.

· When you tithe, you put God first in your life.  

Prov 3:7-10.

· Tithing means you are honouring God.  Prov 3:7-10

· Tithing is an act of obedience to God’s word.  Obedience = God’s blessings.  Is 1:19, Deut 8:1-10, Deut 26-28.  Disobedience = Curses; Deut. 26:26-28, Deut 8:1-20.

· Remember that your wealth comes from God, God gave you the ability and power to create wealth, therefore honour God with your wealth.  Deut 8:17-18

· Tithes are required from God’s people no less than 65 times in the bible.  Chron 31:5, Gen 28:22, Neh 10:38, Neh 12:44, Neh 13:12, Lev 27:3-32, Mal 3:8-11, 

Mt 23:23, Lk 18:12.

· Jesus acknowledges your giving.  Mt 23:23, 

Mrk 12:42-44.

· Tithing shows God that He is Lord of your life.

· Tithing shows that you love God.  Jn 14, 15

· Watch your attitude.  2 Cor 9:1-15.

SELF-IMPOSED CONSEQUENCES OF NOT TITHING

1. You are opened to Demonic Oppression.  Deut 26-28

2. You allow Satan to steal from your wealth.  Mal 2:9; Joel 2:25-27.

3. Spiritual death, sickness and poverty.  Prov 11:1-6, 

Eccl 10:19, Deut 8:1-10.

4. Jesus is not Lord of you whole life, Luke 18:18-23.

IGNORANCE IS NO EXCUSE FOR TITHING!  HOSEA 4:6

