MARRIAGE AS A BIBLICAL CONCEPT

Marriage not invented by man but designed, instituted and ordained by God.  Instructions for happy, successful marriages are found in His Word.

1.
God’s Purpose For Marriage
-
To reflect the image of God
(Gen. 1:27)
-
For companionship

         (Gen. 2:18-24)
-
For reproduction

         (Gen. 1:28)
2.
God Declares Marriage to be Permanent
Gen. 2:24-25;    Matt. 19:1-5;    Mark 10:6-9;    Eph. 5:31-32.
-
Leave

-
Cleave

-
Become one flesh

3.
Marriage is a Covenant Relationship
Prov. 2:17;    Mal. 2:14.

Not a relationship of convenience but a solemn commitment between one man and one woman in which God is an integral and intimate party.  The couple enter this covenant with all the “rights”, privileges and responsibilities which God has declared.  (Example: Gen. 15)

A.
DEFINITION OF ‘COVENANT’
1.
Today it is difficult to understand true weight of covenant agreement.
a.
Contract  = limited liability

b.
Covenant = unlimited liability

c.
Covenant means :

*
Strong commitment : loyalty unto death.

-
In Biblical times

-
In some cultures today

*
Death to independent living.

*
Giving preference to needs of covenant partner over your own.

2.
Some Components of a Covenant.
a.
Promises


*
Express interpersonal commitment

*
Pledge of their fidelity in keeping the covenant.

*
Indicate what they will do.

b.
Terms

*
Indicate conditions under which agreement will be fulfilled.

*
Indicate duration of covenant.

*
May or may not be accompanied by an oath.

B.
TYPES OF COVENANTS
1.
God-Man Covenants
a.
8 covenants between God and man recorded in the Bible.

b.
Revealed God’s perfect will and purpose for man.  (Gal. 1:4)
c.
Reflected God’s love, grace and mercy.

d.
Revealed God as a covenant-keeper as well as a covenant-maker.  (Is. 54:10)
-
God is faithful even though man may not be.

-
God enables man to keep the covenant.  (2 Tim. 1:12; 2 Cor. 3:4-6)
2.
Man-Man Covenants
a.
Made to bind each other to the relationship.

b.
Covenant partners obligated to the relationship and to insuring its continuation.

c.
Partners exchange all they possess.

d.
Jonathan and David are a good example of man-man covenant (1 Sam. 18:1-4)
*
Jonathan gave David:

Cloak (symbol of wealth)

   
Garments (symbol of all his possessions)

Sword (symbol of strength)

Belt (symbol of protection-covering life-giving parts)

*
Are all representative of things exchanged in a man-man covenant.

C.
MARRIAGE AS A COVENANT
1.
Scripture indicates marriage is a covenant.
a.
Malachi 2:14 “. . . it is because the Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.”  (NIV)

b.
Proverbs 2:17 “. . . who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God.”  (NIV)
c.
Without God, marriage only a man-man covenant.

*
Are married.

*
God has no access to the marriage.

*
“What God has joined together” (Matt. 19:6) does not only mean chosen of God. 

1.
When a couple chooses to marry, they choose God’s system.

2.
When married, they are joined together in God’s system of marriage.

3.
Best to know God called them to marry each other, but very few do.

2.
Marriage Covenant
a.
Promises

*
We made certain promises to each other on our wedding day.

*
Love, honour, cherish, obey, etc.

b.
Terms

*
We agreed to certain terms on our wedding day.

*
For better or for worse, till death us do part.

c.
As covenant partners, we exchanged all we had previously held separately.

*
1Cor. 7:4 tell us we exchange our bodies.

*
All goods are now also held in common.

-
Salaries

-
Cars, furniture, home

-
Inheritance, etc.

*
Stepchildren are also included in our exchange.

-
They now belong to the step-parent as much as to the natural parent.

-
They must honour and obey their step-father as the head of the household.

-
Jesus is their example.  (Luke 2:51)
-
Natural parent must agree that step-parent is equal parent to the children.

3.
Covenant is death to independent living
a.
No longer me, but we.

b.
Other partner has right to demand we keep the covenant and/or covenant promises.  (Jer. 3:12;   Josh. 9:15-20)
4.
Marriage covenant is sealed with an oath (vows)
(Eccles.  5:4-5)
D.
MARRIAGE IN CHRIST IS A DOUBLE COVENANT

1.
God instituted marriage in Garden of Eden as first man-man covenant (Gen. 2:24)
a.
God intended to be part of marriage from the beginning.

b.
God’s initial covenant with man was tied to original marriage of man and woman.  (Gen. 1:27-28)
c.
When God is in the marriage covenant it is a God-man and man-man covenant.

2.
Benefits of marriage covenant as God intended marriage to be available only to those in covenant with God.

3.
Who is in covenant with God?

a.
God covenanted with several people in a progressive pattern in the Old Testament.

b.
After Abraham, only the Jews were in covenant with God and people had to become Jews to enter into His covenant.

c.
Gentiles were permitted covenant relationship only after they were grafted in. (Rom. 11:13-21)

d.
Now the only way to enter into covenant with God is through Jesus.

*
John 14:6;  1 John 2:23;   Rom. 11:13-21
*
Without Jesus, all our “...own righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  (Is. 64:6)
*
God does not recognize covenant benefits for the unsaved (Eph. 2:12-13 Amplified)

*
Jesus paid the price for us to be able to enter into covenant with God and He is the ONLY way to the Father now.  (John 14:6)
4.
How God becomes part of the marriage covenant

a.
God witnesses our marriage on our wedding day, but if neither partner is saved, His hands are tied and He cannot enter into the marriage. (Mal. 2:14)
-
If one was saved when you were married and one was not, you need to repent.

-
2 Cor. 6:14 is a command of God.

b.
When at least one of the marriage partners receives Jesus, God becomes part of the marriage.  (1 Cor. 7:12-14 Amplified)
-
Unbelieving partner is sanctified (set apart) by believer’s relationship with God.

-
Unbelieving partner receives covenant benefits through prayers of believing spouse.

c.
God recognises marriage covenant retroactively to time of wedding and remarriage is not necessary.

d.
Each spouse must make a personal commitment to Jesus to receive salvation

 (Rom. 3:22-24).

-
1 Cor. 7:16
-
Trust God to use whom He will to bring your spouse to salvation.

-
You may not be the one who does it.

5.
When both partners are redeemed in Jesus, the marriage is then able to move into the fullness of one flesh as God intended marriage to be.

a.
God is in covenant with each partner through the New Covenant of Jesus.

b.
Are covenanted together in marriage according to the plan of God.

c.
Are now redeemed back to all that God intended when He first instituted marriage.

d.
Now have the unity God intended.  (Eccles. 4:9-12)
e.
Now have the power God intended.  (Deut. 32:30)
f.
Once both marriage partners are in Christ, they are ready to mature through God’s blueprint for marriage.  (Eccles. 4:9-12)
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